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at such frequent intervals. I)r. Murphy sifts the wheat from the 
chnlf, and with tireless enthusiasm inculcates principles of diagnosis 
and treatment of proved and lasting value. A. 1’. C. A. 


I .oca r. Ankstiiksia: its Scikntific Basis and I’iiacticai. I’sk. 
By I’miFBSsoit Dll. IIkiniiicii Biiaiin, Ohermediziimlrat and 
Director of the Kgl. Hospital at Zwickau, (lermany. Translated 
and edited by Pkiicy Hiiiki.ds, M.D., A.C.S., Cincinnati, Ohio, 
from the third revised German edition. I’p. •'599; 215 illustra¬ 
tions. Philadelphia and New York: I.ea S: Kehiger, 1914. 

In Braun’s Local Anesthesia we hnvc the standard German text¬ 
book upon the subject under consideration. 

The subject is covered in great detail, and but few omissions 
of any importance arc to be noted. On page 102 the author mentions 
the work of Crilc, Matas, and Corning, but does not give the 
emphasis to Crile's work on anociassociation that its value deserves. 

The initial chapter is an interesting resume of the earlier history 
of local anesthesia. Of special interest are the author's remarks 
upon sensation, pain, and the psychology of pain. It would appear 
that the material under the author’s observation consists largely 
of individuals less susceptible to pain and other mental effects of 
operative procedures than those with whom American surgeons 
have to deal. 

Certain of the earlier chapters are of a highly technical character, 
and while enhancing the value of the work as n book of reference, 
add nothing of value to the treatise as a practical hand-hook. 

Among the drugs in actual use ns local anesthetics the author 
strongly favors novocain combined with suprnrenin. Indeed, 
this is referred to .almost entirely in the practical directions for 
local anesthesia. The warning against the use of strong solutions 
of cocain is well stated. Stovain is entirely condemned for anything 
but spinal anesthesia. The method of anesthesia by layers of tissue 
planes is adequately described. In the description of the technique 
we find a number of unnecessary illustrations, for instance, Pigs. 
21, 22, and 27. 

It is, however, in the actual description of local anesthesia of 
the various regions of the body that the author gives us that which 
is of most value, and also tlint most open to question. There 
is no doubt that major cranial operations can be done under local 
anesthesia, but why, except in rare instances, should they be done 
thus? The methods also, while theoretically perfect, are by no means 
easy of application. The reviewer can sec no possible reason why 
a radical breast operation need ever be done under local anesthesia. 
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The discussion of the local anesthesia of the floor of the mouth 
and tongue is excellent. Local anesthesia of an inflamed tympanic 
membrane would seem to involve as much pain ns a rapid puncture. 
It is not to he considered, and is impossible in children. We 
heartily agree with the use of local anesthesia as described in cer¬ 
tain instances of empyema, strangulated hernia, and intestinal 
obstruction. Hut there is no reason why operations of election 
upon the female pelvic outlet should be done except under general 
anesthesia. 

The reviewer does not believe that injection anesthesia of the 
brachial plexus is harmless or that it has any real value. 

In general it may be stated that the book is an excellent presenta¬ 
tion of the theory and possibilities of local anesthesia, but an unsafe 
guide as to its real uses. For the use of the practising surgeon an 
omission of repetitions and a general condensation would improve 
the volume. The hook is well made and illustrated, anil is a valuable 
and attractive addition to anyone's book shelf. 0. H. 


Malaria. By William li. IIkiims, M.A., Assistant Professor of 

Parasitology, University of California. Pp. 103; 3!) illustrations. 

New York: MacMillan Company. 

Lv his monograph on Malaria, Professor Ilcrms has made a 
very considerable contribution to the subject. He approaches it 
almost entirely from the standpoint of causation of the disease and 
discusses its control by eradicating the mosquito. He does not 
enter into the treatment of the disease per sc. 

In the early chapters emphasis is iaid on the economic loss caused 
by malaria through sickness, deaths, loss by wages and depreciation 
in land values. Three chapters' arc devoted to an excellent dis¬ 
cussion of the various types of malaria and the life history of the 
various mosquitoes. Over half the hook deals with the prophylactic 
control of malaria and to measures which may he successfully carried 
out for its complete eradication, giving practical measures for the 
extermination of the mosquito. 

These methods, based on eleven years of practical experience, 
embrace both the temporary ones such ns oiling the breeding 
grounds of mosquitoes, the use of other lurvieides, etc., and the more 
permanent corrections by proper irrigation of the land. 

This book which is entertainingly written should prove of interest 
not only to physicians in general, but to the country practitioner, 
and to the practical farmer it should prove well worth having. 

If. IS. V. L. 




